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For the first quarter of a century after the conquest of New ZFrance

by the British little official attention was

paid to education.The

idea of a public school system was as far removed from English think-

ing as

period the Royal Commissioners commented:
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towns, were able to continue, but only in the fzce of enormous
difficulties, and the country population was almost entireliy
deprived of schooling...
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In a number of ways the Yar of the American Revolution had an
influence on education in Queébec. liot only did its conclusion end
a threat that had hung over Canada for many years btut it btrought
to Québec a flood of Loyalist families with different concepts and
demands for public schools. As noted above, cschoolmasters such as
E2enjamin ilobson, Josiah Cass and others taught schools in the
Loyalist camps and the initiative to ensure continuing education
of youth continued uninterrupted in subsequent permanent settlements.
This "zeal for the advancement of learning", noted in the records
of ilartin Jheppard, J.P., was in marked contrast with the apathy
and indifference noted in the French settlements bty the Royal
Commissioners.

It was in 1787 that the 4uébec Government took a first step to
set up an educational system. i commi:sion of inquiry on education
was appointed by the Governor, Lord Dorchester, under the presidency
of Chief Justice #illiam Smith, a native of the former colony of
iew York. It was recommended that a free public school should te
established in each paricsh, a secondary school in each county and
a "common" university in Juébec, from which the teaching of theology
would be excluded. The whole system would have been under the
direction of & body including the Zoman Catholic and Anglican Eishops
of <uébec as well zs equal numbers of laymen of both fziths. A1l

3
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the members of the Legislative Council cupported tre resolution,tut

the scheme came to nothing, because of the opposition it aroused both
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cscnools was again proposed In 1701 by an rat creating the “eoral
Tnstitution for the advancement of Leapning. -nis. act authorized
the governor tc appoilnv .n each parish or county SOMMISEIenerse
entrusted with the bull ing and organization of schools. _re
sovernor was himsell o zppoint the mastere anc Mz thelr zalaries.
‘e was also to appoint the trustees of +¥e corpoeration, who vere
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opposed the noyal “metitutiorn alrost unanimously. “ew of the
parighes took advantage of the provision ©
of “Royal schoolg" in such areas was no
twelve. legions and townships with Frot an o} e

did put this legislation to good use, go that in 1229 there were
no less than 4 royal schools in Lower Canada. It was to this aAct

that the following schools of Gaspesia related.
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HENRY C'HARA AND CHARLLS DAVIS 25Q.,C0MMISSICIERS
T0
THE ROYAL INSTITUTICN FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF LZARNIIG
Sefore kartii. Sheppard at Gaspé Easin came Zugh C'HEara of Gaspé
Zasin and Charles Davis residing on the iiorth UYiest Arm,
Commissioners duely elected and appointed and the Zeverend Arthur
- orman residing near Gaspé Zasin, Cociety for the Fropogation of

the Gospel ilissionary, acting for, in the name of and on behalf
of the Royal Institution for the Advancement of Learning.

The act specifies that the Commissioners purchase lots for schools+

ceference made tc an act Ttetween one, Zenjamin Zoffin, carpenter,
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passed tefore James ltewart,c.r., of Caspé Zasin,
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cenjamin Coffin and Charles Devis did for £ 5 sell

Suddard, lenry C'hara znd Charlcs Ca

of land for the erection of a school house.
pivers inhabitants did erect and huilé, at their o"n proper cost
and expense, & school house with suffi

zchool master.

of Caspd Lay commonly czlled ~ggdemine gt g hogd
viznted o7 tHe lard cof wb e, fza., mear g exall
troock or rivulet, which drid wunnivs thenee Sorkn
two degrees Zast zlong th & to another post
planted on the land of lr.Zenjamin Coffin - thence lorth £9 degrees
vest 416 feet to another post and from thence South £8 degrees Zast

to the Tirst station or point of departure, together with the nouse
erected cn the said piece of land and intended as a schoolhouse for
the purpose of educatiocn and the advancement of learning.
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DONEZ ANID FASSED AT GASPZ TASTS AT THE RESIDENCE ©F HENRY G'HARA,
30th AUGUET 1228,

et
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J«STEWART, J.DP. ARTEUR LHCRMAL

FELIX STEWART, LERCHART HENRY C'HARA
SENJAMIN COFFIN CHARLES DAVIS

Cn the same day in 1828 the same =chool commissioners proceeced

to have a deed drawn for the following school lot on the South West
arm of Gaspé Zay:

a certain piece of land forming part of Lot ilo.12 in the lst
concession of lots in the South iest Arm of Gaspé Bay, contain

ing

2 acres on a front of 1 acre, situate at the South West Arm beginning

&l a stone toundary planted near the land claimed by James Zoyle and
NINT oh

running thence iiorth 32 degrees Zast magnetically 415 feet, thence
dorth 47 degrees vest 211 feet, themce South 32 degrees Yest 415
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Divers inhabitants of [albay moved by zeal

of learning did build at

their own proper cost and expense

for the advancement
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school house for the sole and entire purpose of education.
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A certain piece of ground containing
No. 10, lst concession of lots in :ialbay,
planted on the said 1lov

sql'

no« 10, acecording

Archibald licleil,

Sworn Land Surveyor,

square acre, part of lot

commencing at a fence
to the survey of

bounded in front ty

the Xing's Highway passiag through the said lot and on each side

and in the rear bty the remaining portion o

[ wITHESSZES 1]
7,
PHILIF ?Eizzz. POINT ST.P2T
JOHIi EDEN, SCUTH WEST A3M,

£ lot llo. 10,

—— ey Ty bt |
Ly =ZRCHALL

- A CITTY ToAY ~ Y LN Wadachn
u.tuP.lL _.—;f ’ “'...I{C CL £ _-?. .



e
PRI

eyt i, - S B s

F’?.r;d o kel e L

rrre oo o= - - e Ny T
oy P i U Tsr
sl

- o
a..'.qu,UJ...AuL atald hd ,u.u:nu Fhalat

St & - £ 5
UUNCAL TledAL, TECLIAL

_'_-"V i S L RAOT Ty ThROTET IO MTEATY ULl LT A T BT
AV WILEZLN ARMCLD, ZESIDING HEAR 7 G el St (S
T icar KM o Do G Gl R v o 0 R i | e WO 5 ¢ 33 '.'""“‘ Art BT AT g T - & ] AT T
O ket 20l 207 S8 EROPAGANTEN et s sk i
AN TR T e e e Ty ey TR T TRTT 3 S e A B A T T =
L:Olruv-_uul(:tn_..\u rdia s ...u:) “J:P 5 S S S P il s 1 S
TLIPITOTT T oy THT MIrD nTamt TR 05 2 1 S s T 1 o e
J.J.J.Aiflu..u—-.l_l!._au "..."lD B I (e ST § Y e C'.' 3 .‘1‘l’rT.J CS FLY SRREYar o D FS P g
hrr ""’ﬂ""_) T
;‘A.'lD als bl WS

la

=
TITITY D AtIAT T ISTTMITAT AT AT Tt nllr“.”-\—w TR AT TR ATaTTar e
LdiR AV ias  Livel Ll wl ol = PR S SR 1 UL e T R APIER R P R R sl bicir

act of 1825 between Cwen Fowers of Hope (since deceased) Yeoman,
and “arghar licRae, Duncan !icRae, DJavid Smith,Zlder, alter Ross,
passed before James Day,zsq.,J.P., and witnessed ty John De Caen
and James Le Scelleur, sold land to the Commissioners whereupon
divers inhabitants of Hope Township, moved by zeal for the
advancement of learning and education did erect and build at
their own proper costs and expenses, csolely and entirely for a
school house, with sufficient apartments for a schoolmaster,

This school transferred to the Royal Institution for the sum of
5 shillings, current money .

A certain lot or piece of land of 1 superficial square acre, part of
Lot 9, 1st Concession, Township of Hope, zcquired from Cwen Powers.
Eounded in front by the King's Highway, on the “est by the lot held
by iHdector Ross and on the iiorth and East by the remainder of lot 9.
Together with the house erected and built for the purposes of
education and the advancement of learning.

[ WITNESSES] JAMES CRAWFORD [SIGNED] TARQUHAR McRAZ
WAILLIAW FRUING DUNCAN NcRAZ
WILLIAN ARNOLD
IMARTIII SHAFFPARD, N.F,



Text of Lettern from Benjamin Hobson,
Pioneer Schoolmaster at New Cantisle
to the Secnetary of the Royal Institu-
tion fon the Advancement o4 Learning,
Rev., J.L.Mif2s, June 6, 15620,

MeGiLL Univ.Archives

Rev. Sit,

I have the Honor of your Communication of 27
January last with the printed Queries which you sub-
mit to me for my answer respeccing (sic) my School
in New Carlisle and to which I now answer without
any Delay

1St - I have held the appointment of Schoolmaster

in New Carlisle for the space of thirty-five
years, complete next July - I beg leave here

to state that in the Character of a Loyalist

I entered the Army of General Burgoyne then
laying at Ticonderoga and was in all the
different actions up to the Period of the
Capitulation when I was sent into Canada

with the other Loyalists, and the Provincial
Government allowed me Lieutenant's pay for

my Maintenance and Support, and upon getting

to Quebec I opened a School, the Emoluments

of which formed an addition to my above Income,
and at the End of which time I went to Machiche
and opened School for the Benefit of the Children
of the Loyalists who were stationed there by
Government, and continued there to be allowed
Lieutenant's pay by Government but without any
Salary in the name of Schoolmaster, and that
during the whole time of my said teaching which
was for five years. I charged no school wages
but taught all my Scholars, Children of the
Loyalists, gratis, and I have to state that

the Scholars I taught of this discription during
the above Period were from Sixty to Ninety in
Number.
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I further certify that for several years
after my arrival in New Carlisle I had no
Government allowance for being Schoolmaster,
notwithstanding that the Lieutenant's pay
which I formerly had was discontinued by the
Provincial Government to me from the date of
my said arrival here which was entirely an
unexpected Circumstance to me.

I was put upon the Salary of Schoolmaster of
Twenty five pounds sterling by the Provincial
Government about twenty nine years ago per
annum, but about ten years ago the said Salary
was raised to Fifty pounds Currency.

I have kept my School in no other part of the
District of Gaspé than at New Carlisle, the
place chosen by Government in the Bay Chaleur
for the Establishment of Loyalists and their
Families.

For fourteen years in the beginning I kept school
in my own House without any Allowance or Indemni-
fication being made to me for Rent by the Inhabi-
tants of New Carlisle and Neighbourhood, since
which Time they have found me a School House.

I have taught the reading of the English Language
Orthography, and writing.

Dilworth's English Spelling Book and Grammer, the
0ld and New Testaments are the Books which have
been used in my school.

I do not pursue any particular System of Education
in my School, following what I have been led to by
Experience to adopt as the best manner of other
Schoolmasters instructing youth.

For the greater part of the above Time that I have
taught I have had from about forty to Sixty Scholars,
consisting of about an equal Number of Boys and

Girls - I have taught many Gratis, as I never charged
any thing for wages for more than two Scholars from
one Family since I received my augmentation of Salary,
and it has often happened that the number from one
Family were three or four Scholars and sometimes
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more, and with this exception I have charged

two shillings and sixpence per month for every
Scholar attending my School, but the payment

of this wages has been for the most part in
Labour, and some part in the produce of the
Country, but I have to observe that what has

never been paid in any manner whatever exceeding
the half of what was really due from the inability
of the Parents, so that I have had very little
advantage in this way towards my living.

9th There are no Syndics, none having ever been

appointed by Government.

From the above the Board of the Royal Institution
will receive what I trust will be considered a full and
particular answer to all the gueries contained in your
letter addressed to me of the above date and I would
only beg leave to add that having been exposed to a
good many Hardships and Dangers in his Majesty's Service
while with the Army under General Burgoyne under the
Character of a Loyalist, and having since my entering
into Canada conducted a Government School as the Master
for forty years, and now having actually attained the
eighty third year of my age I trust that my Representa-
tion through you of these Circumstances will be favorably
attended to by Government.

My present Exertions are as arduous as my age and
Health can possibly admit of but I have found them unequal
to attend on the Business of teaching during the inclement
Months of Winter for some years past.

I should be happy to attend to any directions you
may do me the honor to transmit to me.

I am Reverend Sir
with the greatest Respect
your obedient and very
Humble Servant

Benjamin Hobson

New Carlisle 6 June
1820




Extract from Letter Recommending
Payment of a Pension o Schoolmasiten
Benjamin Hobson of New Carnlisle

Castle of St. Lewis
Quebec 3rd December, 1822

The Reverend Mr. J.L. Mills
Secretary
The Royal Institution

S5iy;

In answer to your letter of the 21st
ulto I am directed by His Excellency The
Governor in Chief to acquaint you for the
information of the Royal Institution that
upon their Recommendation and in considera-
tion of the great age of Mr. Hobson, the
School Master at New Carlisle His Excellency
approves of his receiving Thirty Pounds per
annum during his Life out of the Salary
allowed for the School and that the remaining
Twenty Pounds be given to Mr. McNish the person
in charge of the School. And I am further to
acquaint you that The Commission for the above
mentioned School, Recommended by the Board will
be appointed . . . .

I have the Honor to be
Sir
Your most obed. Servant

Andrew Wm. Cochran
Sec.




